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our tasks among the peasant and agrlcultural labourg?

I N TRfODUCT’I UN

For the last two years We have been trying to co

masses. In the course of these discussions, various prablems
and controvers1es have-come to the forefront. The mcst nn—_
portant of them are as follows:

1. What are the features of our agraman economy and :
in What direction is the Congress agrarian legislation modi-
fymg it? Does the Congress agrarian legislation keep mtact
the feudal character of our agriculture or does it weaken it
and tend towards development of capltahst mode of pro-
duction in agriculture? If It is the latter to What extent and
in 'what form?

Connected with this problem questions have been
raised as to what is the specific character of feudalism in our
country’s, economy; what constitutes the development of :
0ap1tahsm in agriculture, and what is the role of imperialist
colonial exploitation in our agrarian economy?

2. Similarly, questions have-been raised as to how far
class differentiation has taken place among the peasantry.
What are its consequences? What should be our demands B
and attitude in regard to the various sections of the peasant =
masses? This inevitably leads us to the study and careful :

analysis of the class composition in the rural areas and to evolve

a concrete programme and work out suitable tactics for imple-
menting it. '

3. Another basic question that has been raised is whe-

ther, when concretely formulating the demands, there is
any need to take general propaganda slogans or is it enoughf
to have current agitational slogans only which can be li-
fied into slogans of action from place te place <u1tab1e to t'
neegs of the development of the movement.

4. At the same time, questions relating to. celling,

“right of resumption”, rent reduction, tax burdens,
price for the peasants’ produce, indebtedness, consoli
of holdings and prevention of {ragmentation, et
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nds of agri-
A - agricultural
and activising Kisan
, issues before us.
a question of our attitude to Con-
tion has become an urgent one.
ution does not take up the basic issues
ﬁ-'£1 to 3 above, because the C.C. has not
" : _ on them. A solution of these con-
ies must await further study and discussion.

this resolution only those issues that are enumerated
para 4 above, which are of immediate practical im-
tance in the Kisan movement, are taken up. The re-
Selution lays down concrete principles on all the issues,
which should serve as guidance for our work in the Kisan
_movement on all these issues.

‘ As for our attitude to Congress agrarian legislation, with-
out going into the question of how far it has weakened
feudalism or tended to develop capitalism in agriculture,
the C.C. has come to the following conclusions:

(ii) a. Congress agrarian legislation must be looked
upon as the product of the growth of peasants’ struggles
and the general development of the democratic movement.
Naturally, where the peasants’ movement is more orga-
nised, struggles are more intense, and the democratic move-
ment is more advanced, there the concessions are also bound
to be more. ;

b. The Congress Governments adopt two-fold tactics to

meet the growing peasants’ struggles:

__On the one hand, they enact agrarian legislation
giving some concessions. These enactments, however,
leave enough loopholes to enable the landlords to evict
the tenants and rob the peasants in many ways. As a
result, eviction on a mass scale is being resorted to by
the landlords. ,

—_On the other hand, the Governments resort to direct
~ police repression and attacks on the peasant masses.

‘ It also raises false issues to create illusions among the
~ peasantry, such as the bhoodan movement, Community pro
 jects, and Five-Year Plan development schemes. - These issues
are intended at the same time to confuse the democratic-
minded people about the doings of the Government.

~ Our tactics must bei— » .

- —Use the concessions in the interests of the peasants
and fight for more. T

s ‘
3 - 2

__Defend the existing rights‘__'aﬂgé.hsﬁ;- attank i
—_Wage ideological-political struggle and expose
the false issues and illusions that are sought to be raised
and created by the Government through such slogans as
bhoodan, etc. i TN S

It should be clearly understood that the Government,
faced with the growing peasant struggle, gives concessions, but
these tend to be more to the upper section of the peasantry,
with a view to divide the peasantry, to create for itself a
political base among this upper section, while the Government
resorts to repression and attack against the peasantry as a
whole. So in utilising these concessions, determined struggle
should be waged for uniting the peasants, especially, the agri-
cultural labourers and the poor peasants, and defeat the
Government’s aim of dividing the peasantry.

The C. C. warns against a negative attitude towards Con-
gress agrarian legislation. It emphasises that it is only by
utilising the concession, working out and fighting for more,
especially in the interests of the basic masses, that we can
develop the full demands of the fighting peasants.

¥ * * *

The C. C. also wants to clarify that it is not possible, nor
is it attempted in this resolution to give concrete solutions
for every issue that faces us in different provinces. The con-
ditions vary from province to province and even from area
to area and it is for the respective committees in close co-
operation with the peasant masses to concretely evolve the

necessary slogans. The resolution gives the broad guidance
and lays the basis for doing it.
£ 3 & * EY

The C. C. wants to stress one more aspect: The ques-
tion of formulating the demands of agricultural labourers
and Ci,‘gat}‘:@?i‘ﬂg them into a separate organisation has become
.. We have been neglecting it in the past, and this is

main weaknesses in the Kisan movement. With-
the icultural labourers and poor peasants,

‘ sread movement capable of defend-
easant masses, capable of winning

POLIT BUREAU.
I
OUR TASKS IN THE KISAN MOVEMENT

i}m?ﬁ_(‘(ufi':’)?.'['y’ saw the biggest kisan struggles in the post-
war national upheaval during 1946. The heroic tenants'
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t and revolts in the armed

sts to adopt new methods

dia. They struck a deal

; ships who agreed to the
were installed in power in India

leaders, after they climbed to

ent continued to follow policies that safe-

he interests of the princes and landlords, of the
imperialists and of Indian monopolists.

~ They have gone back on their oft-repeated promises to
the peasant masses. They have thrown to the winds the
Agrarian Resolution of the Faizpur Congress, which
 categorically promised immediate substantial reduction in
rent, revenue and irrigation rates; fixity of tenure and
‘abolition of arrears of rent and a graded agricultural income
tax to replace the present land-revenue system.

~ But they now speak of zamindari abolition and enact
legislations that give the zamindars fat compensation but o
not give even the immediate relief that was promised, let
alone giving land to the tiller. The Indian Constitution itself,
framed by them, guarantees the landlords and vested interc«is
“fair and equitdble” compensation.

"

~which the Congress Government has been
its seven years of rule, have resulted in «
r agrarian economy. “The productioi
narply declined, according to the

mmission itself. Famine conditions

of the country. Scarcity

eas. With the fall in prices of

- of subsidiary industries

sant masses has been
ints has increased to
inds of peasants " have
,~their cattle and ali
due to scarcity and

' passing into the
}’éngjt_érs.’ On top of

measures and sell away by auction the lands o

SR AN T S Fake o Yl

this the Governments in many States

e unable to arrears of land revenue and debt.
?;l. %I;golutimptaz?iropted by the Third Congress :f’f t
munist Party of India.) ; £ s
" This situation is the direct result of the policies_of the‘(}f)_v‘.-
ernment of India—of its refusal to undertake b_asxc- agrarian
reforms, of its refusal to break with the British Commone (
wealth and confiscate British capital.

But the peasant masses have not meekly submitted to

' these worsening conditions. During the last seven years of

Congress rule there have been innumerable .Kisan strug_gles
against largescale evictions, for rent reduction and against
enhanced irrigation and other taxes. The Congress Govern-
ments have been resorting to mass arrests, tear gas, shootings
and terror to suppress these struggles.

In Telangana and Andhra in over five years, the Congress
Government imprisoned over 50,000 persons, raided over
10,000 villages, beat and tortured over a million and a half peo-
ple burnt down hundreds of villages, uprooted nearly two
lakhs of tribal people from their forest abode and drove them
into concentration camps, and shot dead about 4,000 persons.
All this it resorted to in order to seize the lands from the Tel-
angana peasants and restore them to the landlords. Even now
Kisan leaders are facing prosecution in scores of foisted cases;
witnesses are being tortured to make them agree to give false
evidence. Nearly a hundred Kisan leaders are undergoing
sentences of transportation for life. A hundred more are
undergoing sentences of various terms of imprisonment.

However, the Congress Government was forced to enact
a tenancy legisiation, giving certain concessions to the pea-
sants. :

In Malabar, in 1948, brutal terror was let loose on the
peasants and more than one hundred kisan workers and
leaders were shot dead. Their only crime was that they
demanded that they be permitted not to pay in kind the rent
due to the landlords, but instead pay the landlord’s share in
kind to the co-operative societies. and pay the landlords in
cash. Despite this repression the Malabar peasants have in-

tensified their agitation and won significant concessions in the
latest legislation. :

In Tamilnad, Bombay, Bengal, Bihar. U.P.. Rajasthan
and P'EPSU, repeated raids, arrests, shootings ’took}asplace
wherein large numbers of kisans were wounded and shot
dead, when they were resisting eviction by the landlords.

5



nmel

as
o the attention of the peasant masses
ratic movement from the real issues

uild a co-operative Commonwealth and
"Iifi‘elgyf ‘fhroﬁgh,.i bhoodan, Fhrb.ugh its
eilings for holdings of consolidation, and
mentation of holdings; through advocacy
‘planning to reduce the population which, they
ege, is too much for our country. It promises to do this
ut doing away with the parasitic landlord class, but,
n the other hand, with its active co-operation and parti-
ation! It promises to build this millenium following tpls
path”, avoiding the “bloody and costly” path which
. y the Soviet Union and People’s China had trodden.
‘The Programme of the Communist Party points out the
y way to solve the agrarian and national crisis. 1t
. “To develop our agriculture and our national in-
to improve the conditions of the working class, o
our way out of cultural backwardness, and to even
our State stable, it is necessary to create human con-
of existence for the peasants.”
chieve this, it is necessary:
take land from the landlords and hand it over to
g agricultural labourers without pay-
holition of landlordism without

2 and small artisans to
-term cheap credit, to
ements, seeds and manure;

living conditions to

~ v) To provide irrigation facilities.

07 44, ‘etffs At

duéeandto reduce tax burdens on ‘the peasant |

It is for the realisation of these demands that t

 masses have been struggling and have to struggle fur

How do the ruling classes reply to these demands?
11
CONGRESS AGRARIAN LEGISLATION

The Congress claims to have abolished landlordism! p il
Congress Governments in various States have enacted
Zamindari or Jagirdari Abolition Acts, and are proposing to
bring in Tenancy Legislation, or Agrarian Reforms Bills. They
are claiming that by these various Acts already enacted they
have already abolished statutory landlordism, like zamindari,
Jagirdari, inamdari, malguzari, vatandari, biswedari, ete.
And, when they enact their proposed Agrarian Reforms Acts,
fixing the maximum limit of holdings, they will be complet-
ing their programme of abolition of landlordism and of land
to the tiller. A]l this, they claim, will assure agricultural
development, and prosperity to the peasant.

The main features of these Statutory Zamindari
Abolition Acts are:—

1. The right of collecting rents from the peasants is taken
away froem zamindars, jagirdars, ete, and vested in the Gov-
ernment, who will eollect the same direetly from the tenants.
In return for this right of collection, zamindars, jagirdars
and other statutory landlords are paid huge compensations
to the tune of hundreds of crores of rupees.

As regards old arrears of rent, the Aets provide that they

are to be collected from the peasants by the Government and
paid to the landiords.

S, there is no reduction in the rents, Only

the peasants have now to pay them to the Government in-

stead of the landlords Thus they becom
Is. S 3 e land revenue -
able to the Government. e

In many cases

2. Absolute proprietory rights are conferr :
lords on hundreds and thousa;ds of acres of t;i gg-ct;?eéa g b
and Khudkhast lands. For the tenant cultivators on these
iindls, r(lio right wh?tsoever is granted. Neither do ;

€ land nor even fixity of tenu » %
exorbitant rents they aie now par;ilr:\gr even‘ gty
of thc? gross produce; on the other hand, the 1
to evict them and the ing




‘he rights over
«:gxf)murgxal lands

orous - enforcement
o conditions of tr_lbal
forests worse. Simi-
cultivable waste lands
jer, are depriving the
bourers of even those
they have been cultivating for

N\

o iti have
wri Abolition Acts ‘
te Wﬁge ‘the old Jandlordism
lef o they are aoplied big land-
o rs of Sir and Khudkhast land.
L e land to the tiller free but all
giv of compensation and even
cultivated lands by the landlords.
of the; zamindars to col]ec;t
it is taken away and their
ther exactions have bem
, 6rity- and grip on the irri-
fields and also on forests have
the . curtailment of the
rdlords—the peasants do get a
' 0ppi'e531 n of these statutory

»
>

“£oi'm'v1egis1ation of thg
s basic question of

upper limit for
acquisition or for
| 50, they reject
of this limit, and
ers and peasants,
contrary to the

\ the lands

~their holdings within the ceiling. By this device, no
= land above the ceiling will be left for the tenant to e

' also entitle each one of those relatives of the landlord amon,

ing them to the state af landless agricultural labourers.

are cultivating on the plea that the land
ltivation is less than the ‘allowed.

can and are actually dividing their holdings in

their children or close relatives in such a way

the right of buying such land. Moreover, this device wo

whom his land is divided to evict the tenants from his s :
of the land. Further, these acts provide that it is for the land-
lords to choose lands they want to retain which means that the
best lands will be concentrated in their hands. :

(ii) The tenant is given the first option to purchase the
land he is cultivating, only if the landlord has already got
land or has resumed land to the maximum upper limit. For
this purpose, the price of land is fixed in terms of gross pro-
duce or in terms of multiple of land revenue, which the
tenants have to pay. Generally this price becomes so high
that it enables only a small section of rich and upper middle
peasants to purchase land. The wvast majority of agri-
cultural labourers and poor and middle peasants are un-
able to purchase any land.

{ili) The tenancy laws provide for certain fixity of
tenure for periods varying from five to ten years and of rent
from three-fifith to one-sixth of the gross produce. In some

s rent is fixed as a multiple of the land revenue.

BEut even these laws executed through the bureaucratic
machinery which is not amenable to the influence of the pea-
sant As the peasant organisations are not strong

enforce the beneficial part of these laws, their full
benefits do not accrue to them.

Congress Governments are also proposing steps
" compulsory co-operative farming. They are proposing to

over all holdings below a certain limit compulsorily and
merge them into co-operative farms. Under such compulsion,

ne interests of the poor peasants will suffer and the co-
operatives will become the instruments of exploitation of the
peasantry in the countryside. '

v) The Congress Governments have also been enacti
legislation prohibiting division of holdings below a certa
limit and providing for compulsory consolidation of hold ing
the plea being that only thus agriculture can be carried
economically. Such a measure leads in most provinces
depriving vast numbers of even their tiny plots and re

process of consolidation is working in most provinees :
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agricultural labourers

e growing pauperisation

dence on land even for

he absence of industries

ndlords force . them to pay

lands to them. Again the

icultural labourers and the

"the rural areas enable the landlord

\ral labourers and the farm servanis,
(=28 R

huéét‘i‘on, of reduction of rents for the

ease in the wages of ‘agricultural labourers

with the distribution of the surplus land

to the agricultural labourers and to the

these peasants and the labouring

countryside into the. movement, the questirm

ceilings for land holdings and free distri-

land over those ceilings, becomes an urgent

reaking the monopoly of these land-
specially the hold of feudal landiords
) it is impossible to increase agricul-
ble extent to meet the food

ents of our people.

‘that large farms that

on ' sar“y‘:at‘ his stage. Today the m
production is the antequated land system itself,

~ be changed without united struggle of the peaéép%'; ‘
against the landlords. Therefore slogans and tactics

be determined in relation to the need of this struggle.

s

only by drawing the peasant masses and rural labouri

masses into the struggle, leading to giving them land
ultimately an appreciable improvement even in ‘agricu
production becomes possible and not by the growth
and there of big modern farms owned by the landlords.

1. We must demand and extensively popularise that
ceiling for landholdings should be fixed and that the land
excess of that ceiling be taken over and distributed free
the agricultural labourers and the peasants. .
The ceiling should be such as to allow enough income

mainfain a person and his family at least at the same
standard as that of a rich peasant, but it must not be so high
as not to leave enough land for distribution among agriculs
tural iabourers and the peasant masses.

The Party, basing on the above principles, must
out what would be such a ceiling from area to area, in clost
co-operation with the Kisan Sabha, after a thorough study
of ali the facts and after inviting a serious and thorough dis=
cussion with the peasant masses in the area. | T

9 We must demand that those landlords who lease out
their landg, éven though they may own less than this ceilings
shall have no right of resumption, even under the piea of
self-cuitivation, as it would lead to the eviction of cultivators:
They may be paid some rehabilitation grant, or alloted Mg
from surplus land if they want to take to actual tilling and
cultivation and live in peace with the people. This is es-
pecially so in those cases of statutory landlords like inamdsa '
ate., who never have been cultivators for generations. ’

3 There are small landholders, who own less than
tamily holding. (Family holding being in certain cases, th
amount of holding which would give employment for a
family of an adult male worker and his wife, with a
bullocks, employing seasonal wage labour, or in certain of
areas it will be only that amount of landholding wh '

a reasonable standard of living.) They might have |
their lands because it was uneconomical to culti
themselves, or because they might have been forced to




pai professionals, ete.
.4 with landlords; their cases are

) * landholders should have the option either
‘back and till their land, making it their main pro-
“or lease it subject to fixity of tenure and reduction of
ver the tenancy laws, or to sell it, or to take full com-
0l m;th‘eﬁovernme'nt at the market price, rel}n-

the land to the tenant cultivator. If conflicts arise
= these éinall holders and these tenants vyho are
y poor, the Kisan movement must strive to bring some
compromise to preserve the unity of these peasgnt masses.
ut in the case of those who have professions with incomes
enough to maintain a reasonable standard of life, they shall

“be paid compensation or allowed to receive the reduced rents,
~ but shall not have the right of resumption.

It is absolutely necessary to popularise the above propo-
 sals of land distribution, because the question of limitation
of landholdings has already been brought on the agenda by
the Congress, which has brought such legislations in certain
States and has decided to hasten similar legislation in other
States. Apart from the Kisan masses, even their democratic
all’es in towns are led to believe by these spurious measures
that the Congress Government’s slogan of fixation of ceiling
really abolishes landlordism and gives land to the tiller.
Therefore, it is essential to propose a concrete solution for land
distribution, and to mobilise the people for a correct solutic:n

~ of the problem.

v

- At the same time, the immediate and most pressing tz:ic

- of the Party is to take up the struggle against eviction sl
~ for rent reduction. The Party and the Kisan movement have
ke ﬁght all manipulations of the Congress Government and all
provisions in their agrarian legislation that militate against
the interests of the peasant masses and which are leading
) the eviction of peasants from their holdings. 5

In carrying on the agitation and stru inst
In carr; 2 ¢ ggles against
eviction a,ndv for the _redugtlon of rent, the Party andg the
an ‘moyement_mpgt; utilise to the fullest extent all the
essions and facilities that are given by the existing

al legi'slat,ion however halting and restricted they may
It is necessary to; come out with positive suggestions for

! . 12
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‘xi improving the existing .agrarianlcgzslai‘wns, in fa
i peasant masses. £ie

1,

~ must immediately be taken over.

e
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RENT REDUCTIONS

would vary from region to region, taking into consid
the actual rents that are being paid now, the consc!
of the tenant regarding the land he is cultivating,
number and the relative strength of tenants. There are
regions where the tenants have been cultivating

£ i

We must demand: i
Gove

7Zamindaries, so far not taken over by the Gover
Proprietory

of tenants in the Sir or K hudkhast lands of these
lords be recognised. ‘ 5
Compensation to the big zamindars be withheld.
Legislation fixing up ceilings of landholdings and P!
viding for surplus land being distributed free among
agricultural labourers and poor peasants. !
Arrears of rent and revenue be abolished. ‘
Rents be scaled down to the level of the neighbouring
ryotwari rates or by substantial amounts. :
Exorbitant water and other rates be reduced.
All evictions be immediately stopped.
Irrigation and forest and grazing facilities be pro-
vided. ; ' .
Proper survey settlements at Government’s cost—the
work of survey to be finished quickly.

All major inams, in whatever forms and names they
ex‘st. be abolished conferring proprietory rights on the
cultivators of inam lands.
Provrietory rights to the land held by service inam

holders be recoenised. freeing them from the ob‘iaat‘on;
of existing services. Separate remuneration should be

paid for any services they render.
Tenants-at-will:—
(i) Tepants-at-will shall not be evicted and shall be
guaranteed fixity of tenure.

.

(i) Substantial reduction of rent.

(iii) Kind rents to be commuted into cash rents and
meanwhile the peasant be given the option
payment in cash at the market price, even if
the agreement is otherwise.

The amount of rent reduction which we would d

13



search of work accept

an nd as such they have
jcular piece of land. In
to eiemand an immediate

of rent and fixity of tenure,
of rents pa1d by the peasants
of tenure to the peasants on land-
t apply in the case of those areas,
commercial crops are being grown exten-
- like sngar “tobacco, ete., and where the common feature
for the landlord to take land on lease from small holders
pay them low rentals. Here, we must demand increase
e rates that are bemg pald to the peasants by the

o ] al labourers are the most militant section
¢ agwclﬂtural population. The whole agrarian move-
t is to be based on those 70 per cent of the rural popu-
ltural labourers and poor peasants, firmy
wi%h mlddle peasants and winning over rich peasants
e landlords, forging a close alliance with the work-
r class and the democratic movement in the towns.

‘The stmggie of the poor and middle and rich peasants
: the landlords for land, for fixity of tenure and even
tion of rent, cannot be carried out successfully
~act1ve support of and drawmg in of agricultural

pion fe‘demands of the agri-
%Wﬁﬂ-a&t ir basic demand for land.

: the movement against
lase and for land, freedom,

H democracy andf peaﬂe. Fatilure? to
~to be drawn into communal, dlsrupt,xve an
~ nisations. They may be even turned against ot

masses in the villages, on the bas1s of caste dl
abilities and oppression. .

2. Some of of their immediate demands are"—
a) Cultivable waste lands to be ass1gned to the n
' poor peasants without any charges at least

first five years. Grants and long-term laans
chasing cattle, implements, ete.

b) Free house sites and equal right to the use
lands and sites with others. No eviction
steads or from the present oecupied houses.

i ¢) Cancellation of their debts to landlords :
| lenders and provision of cheap credit fac

d) Rernoval of social disabilities based (m
touchability.
e) Abolition of and penalisation of forced ¥
f) Free medical a
TG,
o) Provision of employment opportunities
réing various irrigation and

er e Rvsal ol
b Sh e i
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ninimum wage for day labour &

the farm servants. o
nt excessive hours of works
be reduced and a minimum 13
ar to be given. -

2

The minimum daily wage of an aszncultnmi
mnst be such as to enable him and his dependents
least the minimum necessities of life on the day of ¢
ing. The minimum wage is for normal work. But
wage for harder work or for busy seasons with long
will have to be higher than this minimum. The farm
should get at least 365 times this minimum dally Wa
minimum yearly salary.

']

Overshadowing every other problem of the a 5 s
labourers the problem of unemployment faces them in ;
form. Millions of them have to.wander in search ¢
ment and agricultural work even in busy
the replanting and harvesting seasons, does not
than a fortnight or at the most a month. Th
provement - in their conditions until they are
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‘pe organised separately in
apart from the peasant
v have their own separate

rk, holidays, etc. Secondly,

Itui“ai?-l;abourers are from socially baclf-

ed»,"ﬁntouchable” (Harijan) castes and it

' and activise them in

ult to draw them
: ith the other caste peasants

ditecﬂ long Wi

ectly alon

1 fyin drawing them in, it may lead to the
< not joining the Kisan Sabha in large numbers.
ricultural labourers will become the leading force

s are organised separately and at the same time

into the Kisan Sabha.
raw into the

é should try to d agricultural labour
ons all other wage earners in the rural areas, such

! mrpenters, blacksmiths, washermen, earth-diggers and

oﬁfjﬁér'mis‘cellaneous manual labourers.
5 % ‘But at the same time, it is necessary to understand that,
in certain areas where the immediate major struggle of both

‘the agricultural labourers and the peasants is against a
- particular pbig feudal landlord or. landlords, against forced
ns, from which both of them suffer

labour, against evictio
for separate agricultural labour orga-
‘Wherever agricultural

~ in common, the need
 nisations may not be so urgent.
nnot be organised separately, there
Sabhas directly.

~ labourers aré ‘not or ca
~ they would be organised into the Kisan

It must be borne in mind, however, that the moment

~ this jo'nt struggle achieves some concessions, it is common

e erstwhile ally, the rich peasant, tries to

f the concessions to the detriment of the

~ experience that th
~ take advantage O
Then it becomes absolutely necessary to organise the
eanisation, and defend

labourers.
ds for better wages and for better conditions

agricultural labourer in his separate or
his snecial deman
of work.
Also, it is to be remembered that, only when we start
ing up and championing the special demands of agri-
ultural labourers and fighting for them, the need for their
eparate organisation also becomes evident. So far, we have
been neglecting woefully the demands of agricultural
labourers and thus failing to build even the unity of the agri-
cultural labourers with the other sections of the peasantry.
‘Since their most important demand for land is also the
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'4 :?:crim;?sno dsg;:ﬁgeoihﬁ_le entire peasantry against the
‘ C eir economic tie-up is with th
~ peasantry, immediate steps should be I;aken’ to -étv}zgv

~ labourers’ organisations and Kisan Sabhas drawing b:

~ the leading role.
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ordinating machanism at every level between agricu

organisations into closer and
i closer functioning w
agricultural labourers and the poor peas. aCtlo nz)g }};eere

; VIII
ECONOMIC PRICES FOR THE PEASANTS PRODU

Due to the machinations of the i B
- e 7
n;onopohsts controlling the capitalist nfg;eﬁgtn ?Itzlg :
of the peasants, when it comes to the market ’fail’
eiono_mxc prices; millions have to part with th:eir cgn?;n
?r é)_rlcesh even far below the cost of production, to ti

ading houses, and agents of British and Ame" 1T
pohsts out to secure our raw material at low iy,
is the case specially of producers of jute, su ey 48
cotton, oilseeds, coir, rubber, copra ete S

demg;;, off tI};e important tasks of the Kisan movemen
peaqm{t‘q Ofrt e Government to take measures to free
mg%{%m]i#f?n dthe: machmat@ons of the foreign and I
gumlaé Lepmd give protection to the peasant producer:
eniee economic prices for his product. ;

W i*me' the Government is always ready to put ceil .
=g raw matgrigls in boom periods in the inte: ‘1
‘,.Lfia{l industrialists and foreign buyers, it is n t
irantee economic prices in the interest's of théo

SAT A A
1 ,, f:.h?mst. demand of the Government guaranteed !
r:;l =~\<E.sr:omlc prices for the peasant’s prnduce and if
ne prices fall below the minimum, the Government !

minimum prices
We must also demand that Gove |
G LI : rnment con
tr,)eet (z;w ]u’rad]e) agreement with the Soviet Union Chiglaug'te!d:
ple’s Democracies to ensure a stabl ; anﬁ.:" 3
o S e mark air
KI‘IC(—)&, for our products and thus break from theet shack -
nglo-American monopoly of our export-import ol

In the case of foodgrains we i :

: e of ‘ continue to ‘
prices are still high. The Government in ditg?
continue compulsory procurement to a limited eneng
the industrial centres or to relieve extreme

17
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i

" roadbuilding and protective We
 turns be taken up in famine areas as I
mission of

~ d) moratorium on all debts and re
rents and land revenue;

lrought‘ ark, e : e) supply of fodder; and R
d « v g f) grants of taccavi loans to be liberalised.

" the people and of
b : e ' At the same time, we must organise famine It
e n the harvest and -~ : mittees in co-operation with others and organise rel
“come into the hands of . : Sabha and units of agricultural labourers’ OF:
on’s share of it goes 10 g ' should work in the relief centres, test works, c
hoarder. : : ‘shops, to prevent corruption and make them work prc
ment be done of all, i} x
ally frem the big ones ol ' e
onably fair price fixed ool INDEBTEDNESS: We have been slack in tz
this fair price must be demand for cancellation of debts of the village poor to
" to the poor and the . S lenders and to landlords. Vigorous campalgn for in
4 n sell their grain moratorium and for leglslatlon.for scaling dow
es should be an- tion of old debts should be carried on. 2
: But legislation will not be of much use unle:
‘ the Government takes steps to provide cheap ¢
n shops be opened in all Bhapl 7
nt and rationed quantity The present scale of taccavi loans thro
: y in scarcity areas at / gage Banks or Co-operative Credit Societies
s _ S meet the need. We must demand enormous ir
! B facilities. Loans to the peasants must be at lower
¢ o B terests and the recovery must be on easy ins Ir
over a long period.

¢

famine have assumed

ions are starving. Yet the . o

enough food in the coun- _ : oo 7 -
arcity is false. We have ; CO-OPERATIVES: The Cooperative Societie

ments by showing how the o rally in the hands of landlords and rich peasan

eople’s inability to pur - B they be Credit Societies, or Market Societies, or P
£s ecause of extreme SR Qale Societies, or even Producers’ Co-operatives,
onie has enough. We been utilised by the landlords and the rich peasa

| claim about the so- their own interests to the detriment of the needs

I ‘ , rests of the poor and the middle peasantry. Thi :

especiaily where the Kisan movement is weak.

velop the Co-operatives more extensively, |
sion that a really Co-operative Commonw
in this fashion. But, without ourselves fall



e the
ts. We must fight

7S: The Congress Government
, different provinces, for the forma-
1t elected on the basis of adult
‘powers are iven to them over village
keenk‘inferQStg in them and see that the
 reactionaries do not get hold of them.
to see that they are under the control of
tatives of peasant and rural labour masses.
: “these panchayats, take measures to improve
assemblies, especially in the interests of the poorer
= must be constantly fighting against encroach-
the Government officials on the powers of pan-
and against various obstacles that they would be
. We should demand greater facilities and powers for
“For instance, we can demand that the administration
 irrig tion sources, grazing fields and forests, distribution
'manures and agricultural implements, collection of land
enue, etc., be handed over to these panchayats.

REDUCTION OF TAX BURDEN: We have to formulate
nds for reduction of various tax burdens and demand
tion of graded agricultural tax. The agitation against
iposition of new tax burdens on the peasants is to be inten-
‘and all such efforts resisted. The Party and the Kisan
a should be in the forefront in this struggle.
A XII , &
TRIBAL: (1) Reserve line to be kept one mile distant
1 the villages.

s marked as reserves, but without forests, to be given
vation. Liberalisation of rules relating to shifting
n. Forest panchayats to be formed. Forest pro-
] ised freely by the tribals for their use as well
operatives for tribals wherein they can fell

5

 of landlordism in tribal areas to be abolish-

quidated.

tation by the contractors to be checked and

the forest collections of the tribals and proper
work, . .. : ‘

1‘~ y

al aid through dispensaries, touring health offi-
’ea,sure:s for apecial maladies prevalent in tribal

and more democratic

areas, disinfection of drinking water wells, po

~cation through their own
material; night schools for adults; free sch

.ary and University courses; training

g,

measures to counteract malaria.
#4 ¥ M iian s
Veterinary dispensaries and touring veterinaj
prevent cattle epidemics. : e
(5) Special educational facilities in tribal ai
language; free supply ©
olarships
of teachers

tribals.
XIIT

IRRIGATION FACILITIES: The Governme
its few big multi-purpose projects but neglects
mediately necessary minor irrigation projects.
big projects which, taken by themselves are usefu
ing so costly to build, thanks to the bureaucratic
and rampant corruption, thanks to the employn
number of costly foreign experts and refus:
encourage the talents of Indian engineers and
that people will not get the full benefits from

While pointing out the inadequacy of
these multi-purpose projects, it is necessary to
Government to devote enough funds for the =
projects. Without developing these, the big.
will not solve the irrigation needs of our pe

Tt is necessary to systematically work out
\d important minor irrigation projects
on and build up agitation for them:
the peasants to build them, forcing
max mum help. = figsr,
in this connection, betterment levies on allitl

1y cases even before the completion of
scheme, that the Congress Government contem ]
nose on the basis of acreage, must be opposed,
make the poor and middle peasant more indeb
Tut we can put forward alternate Suggestior
hatterment levies on the landlords.

Tt is time that the Party and the Kisan me
forward not only as a critic of the Governn
actions, but even as builder of projects, org
relief and flood relief; as a force capable of
institution like Co-oneratives, Rural Be
Boards, Panchayats and schools; cultural ae
tural recearch centres, ete. It is true, ou
a people’s democratic government, these
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n “constructive” pro-
them from the point
’e, of sneering at work-
he fear that such work

d that we will be ;iegti}ng
st be given up. is by
easut?tn:z:;sgs %o- achieve these

Pe 11, in all fronts
coesses, however small, 1 fronts,
cft:f;éjr Government, that we can in-
ot masses into action for realisation

s millions of isans who see their needs and aspir-
ﬂﬁ;a?mbadi;iﬁinoﬁchlgssi: concrete demands and slogans are
 moving into action o schieve the sane, TR Bu. "I,
) ts who still have great illus and
~ relatio: E?azngnwgg ]gz?sically alt%ﬁed th.rgugh the Conggesi d’;{f
' it< Government, are all the same desiring that these e:tx,inl} Is
nlalled and aspirations realised. It is this that makes
»;pﬁssl’bie united struggles against the most reac“?f’,'jfy
elements in the country and develop a broad-based Kisan
" movement and draw in all these elements to join even ihe
 Kisan Sabha. 2t ‘

* Millions of Kisans, who are disillusioned with the Cou-
 gress, have been groping their way to solve their problems.
: fiLafge sections of them are under the influence of the Praja
~ Socialist and other parties. i
 In Punjab, a large number of Sikh peasantry are still
ywing the Akali Party.

»ughout the country, ‘lar-gé masses of agricultural
belonging to the Harijan community, are behind

necessary for the Party and the Kisan movement
tmost efforts to draw in these masses and Con-
: ,mfker{.-ﬁ;into' united front actions and it is
‘actions that they would shed their illusions.
ne time, it must be realiesd that it is only if the
es on a systematic ideological struggle against the
preached by the Congress as well as against
plan of solving the land problem through
movements, that this process of dis-

RN P i
e Pin )

7 e ;
Foiy

- to work unitedly with the workers of the P.S.P. and other
~ democratic parties, while not hesitating to criticise the
reactionary policies of the leadership of the P.S.P. and other

IS

lusionment can be successful. We must make special efforts

parties wherever it becomes necessary.

This ideological struggle and united front actions will
have to be strengthened through systematic organisational
work with a view to the drawing in of the millions of pea-

sants and agricultural labourers into the movement for
agrarian revolution.

It is the job of the Party to see that the appeal of the All
India Kisan Sabha, to all other champions of Kisans and Kisan
organisations which are today outside the Kisan Sabha to
come into the fold of the All India Kisan Sabha, is imple-
mented. This can be done, as the All India Kisan Sabha itself
points out, by first forging unity in action, to wage joint
struggles against evictions, against imposition of new taxes,
for rent and revenue reduction as well as forming joint com-
mittees of struggle. The Kisan Sabha’s appeal to all its lower
units to make a concerted drive to form joint committees of
all the existing Kisan organisations to fight Kisan struggles
on specific issues, has to carried out. It is then only that the
whole mass of kisans can be rallied behind a united orga-
nisation.

2. Building of the unity of the entire peasantry against
the landlord-imperialist exploitation becomes the most im-
portant task in order to develop a broad united Kisan move-
ment.

il

e problem of unity of the peasantry is mainly a pro-
m of uniting the agricultural labourers and the peasants,

1 the rich peasants, against the exploitation of the
imp sts, feudal landlords and Indian monopolists. An
attitude of drift and spontaneity in this respect or failure to
iv the problem in all its relations leads to either the
neglect of agricultural labourers, their demands and
struggles, or the emphasising of their conflict with the pea-
santry divorced from the common conflict of both against
feudal exploitation. It is mainly from the former neglect that
the Kisan movement has suffered till now.

While coming forward more consciously and determinedly
in defence of the wage and other demands of rural workers,
however, Kisan workers have to realise that the objective con-
ditions for peasant-agricultural labour unity are daily growing
and not declining.

Taking the agrarian policy of the Government as a whole,
particularly in respect of compensation to landlords, the prices
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At the other

that, short of acquiring
gage«owned ultivable wastes,
hem & s ble assurance of even
ﬁb@si&érﬁlgthese factors, Kisan
i uniting the forces of agricultural
ntire peasantry for united onslaught

LR

-,

e

broad united Kisan movement, it 1S
Llarise the victories the Kisan movement
\mrinus ‘concessions which it has been able
of the Government in the form of

and persistent

the
mg:sl. n the hands 9 ¢ the herolc
Jesislations as a result 0 e heroi
. Wagié by the Kisan masses. ‘Too often the tendency
narrate only the hardships that the people are suffering
ignore the successes that their struggles have won in
staken belief that reference to such successes will brged
ist illusions, while the reality is that, in order to in-
confidence in the masses, confidence that unity and
» can win demands, it is essential that such successes

: all, are widely publicised

by the people, no matter how sm
made the basis for further advance.

is also ‘necessary to rouse and organise the peasant

ses, by pointing out to them how in the past, the peasants
heroically fought and won many a demand and blazed

h of heroic tradition in the struggle for national liberation.

0 develop the broad united Kisan movement, it is
that we utilise every piece of legislation that has

enacted to the maximum that is possible, to further the
the Kisans. We must see that every concession, or

in the legislation is actually enjoyed in practice
s and agitate for further rights and facilities.

se the forum of Legislative Assemblies to

y legislation as well as to ventilate the

n masses and get relief for improving the

~masses. There must be far greater linking
tary work with the Kisan work outside.

ng Kisan movement, it is necessary that

ricultural Labour Organisations should

‘which will raise the social, economic

sants and agricultural labourers such

y classes, sports and cultural activi-

1ent, struggle _against social

~ Offices of Kisan Sabila;-'é ¥ Aoriouint 01
i giﬁii’go?ﬁ must function, daigrdagigsgx:;u&' tgx": he
el g kisan masses face, in their relations
gl 5 overnment officers and other public ir
proy em with legal assistance, help them to i .
~ agriculture by bringing to their r’lotice ‘then;ates]in

‘their crops and cattle; h '

; help them to A
%ﬁnts, manures, water to their ﬁeldsgeitx gt(;)ndef
Of er multifarious activities connected with {h >
of the peasant and his daily occupation. b

6. To develop a stron i
‘ ; g Kisan movement, it 1
glraw the kisan masses into discussions for’f%rlri‘
1tl.nmed1atf 1dernamds. The party and Kisan Sab
ion must be all-attentive to what :
o : actually they have
i?()}q;r:)(} ?l: gzxt_remtzlgz flexible in giving sthe fg the fc
ions of their immediate demands on i the
reality and the concrete situation. the bt

: 1T‘hisp: cannot be too much emphasised, e i \=
?{ficf;;]x;a éafth 'th(a_‘t mqst of the active worléerzp;:ﬁgz
th;sé \1:; Cirr:;)mm}ttges, practically at all levels,. a
s .WO;kg?S .dgrlcultural occupation, but who are
% .1"( ‘ 'n ;levelopipg Kisan struggles, we must show exi :

exibility in adopting the forms of struggle suited to
eon tions, to the mood and preparedness of the Kisan
and to their organisation. All forms — petitions
gir:;r:]‘éitlonst marches, strikes and hartals an:i evm
s ce, etc.—are to be adopted according to the situ:
8 1In developing these struggles or even prepe
them, we have been failing miserably in our agita
plain the grievances from which the peasant mas
‘been suffering and against which they are prepar’l
in as wide an area as possible, depeﬁding on the im
of @he issue involved. It is only when we can eite iy
larise our demands, that.we can draw in other
other areas who are suffering from similar diffic
with us and fight effectively. The struggles, whe
on an extensive scale, would be far more likély to
cesses than when confined to limited areas or lo
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ularise our demands

sctively popul :
e especially in the neighbour-
L wide, 2t we can win the sympathy

.  achieve success 1 .an struggles, the active
To workl?x classmi'sozl; lﬁliac?xievec{g. But it is here

o begen failing. We have not been able to
ihel‘aﬂr;tg .dlgzands 6f Kisan masses among j:he WOI‘I.Cln.g
é have not been able to make them rgaltlllsﬁeh:‘zcggz
; theif life and problems are connected Yﬂt O
 the Kisan struggles and hence the necessity ob c ablge 3
f. in support of these struggles. We have not ign : leavé
biﬁlg the working class to hold meetings, demonstrz; 11;(;1ne ,Kisan
~ alone coming out in general strike, 1n support O

demands.
: i i lass demands
Party also must popularise wo;'klng class
and 'Is‘?rilgglesyamong the Kisans and brmdg thIezn. nzmsll;,p%)ﬁ)lxl:
of - vorking class struggles and demanas. is g
gat;h;;v (():an f?)rge unity between the Worklpg class and the
- peasantry which is the guarantee of our ultimate victory.

The Pa1/'ty must make determined efforts to send Workmg
class Party cadre from industrial centres to neighbouring pea-
 sant areas to develop the Kisan movement. :
| t must rouse the

9  The Party and the Kisan movemen |
Kisan masses against the manoeuvres of warmongers, leq ’b‘y
. the U.S. imperialists and their junior partners, the British

| - imperialists, to unleash a third world war.

s, " It must rouse them to the realisation of what the outbreai-«:
 of war would mean to their own democratic s’gruggles for 'lano";
bread and a decent life; to their kith and kin and chgmshev.a
desires of peaceful and prosperous livelihood; to their som
and husbands being dragged into bloody wars to safeguard

profits and loot of the millionaires and the landlords and

e foreign imperialists. -
must rouse them to demand that our Government
2 consistent policy of peace and against war; demand
hdrawal of all foreign armies from the Asian and Afri-
.ountries; free and equal trade and cultural relations with
sountries, especially with the Soviet Union, China and East
Juropean Democracies and closer tfrade and cultural ties and
lliance with Pakistan.

t is also necessary to extensively popularise among the
dtural labourers and the peasant masses, the achieve-

26

ments of the Soviet Union, People’s China and o

Democracies; this will create confidence in their
to strive to achieve similar objectives. It will conso
feelings of international solidarity, which would help
them against all the plots of American and British img
to unleash a world war against the Soviet Union and P
China and make them champions of peace. ok

3. It is also necessary to popularise the Prog
Policy of the Communist Party of India and its
stand in the service of the people and especially t
masses. A systematic campaign of recruitment into
of Kisan and agricultural labour militants and their
on the one hand, and a systematic sending of
coming from the middle class and intelligen
among the peasant masses on the other, have
taken. It is only thus that we can strengthen the
political and organisational ties of the Party with
of peasants and agricultural labourers, which is ¢
immediate urgent tasks. :

Failure to do this will disarm the masses of pe
agricultural labourers against the onslaught laun
imperialists, feudal landlords and monopolies, and
various forms of petty-bourgeois ideology.

4. The Party and the Kisan movement must 1
cial efforts to rouse the Kisan women to join the K
and participate in its multifarious activities. S
are to be taken to formulate women’s demands,
se that affect the Kisan women; and necessary sl
- them should be taken. Special efforts should b
educate the Kisan women cadre.

Similarly, the Kisan youth are to be organised

‘o Kisan Sabha activity. For this, cultural, sport

~ ies and social services should be organised.
vouth can be organised into strong disciplined Youth
te carry out the Kisan Sabha activities and struggles.

On many issues, we are lagging behind the
One of the reasons is the lack of clarity and confusi
issues and lack of theoretical understanding of basic
The Party must make an analysis of the cla
peasantry, the colonial structure of Indian agrs
the recent trends in the development of agricultt
tions of the Congress Agrarian Legislation, ete:
Committee, in consultation with the leading con
AIKS, has to do the job.

6. Functioning the Kisan Sabha and Agricult
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e and can be | /08
directions and

 Hence every effort

\cial Kisan Sabhas and
»uld be made the real
agrarian movement in the
S should be realitsic and
ences of various provinces,

o weaker provinces in building

ems and so on. It is again the

Kisan Sabhas to organise special Kisan

the training and education of the large number of

res that are newly coming up.

tion of donation for the Kisan Sabha is one of the

of routine jobs of a Kisan Sabha worker. He can espe-

lly collect funds while running campaigns and conducting
struggles and holding public meetings. : ‘

~ The village or union or thana Kisan Sabhas should be live

‘and real functioning bodies, which conduct day-to-day

‘work and struggles. So far these units remain only nominal

on paper. To build and activise them is one of the key tasks.

It is absolutely essential that we make a determined effort

o get capable peasants and agricultural labourers, who are

rely engaged in their occupation, to be on various com-

s at all levels, and to make them function in them, so

that the Kisan Sabha may develop as a real mass organisation

and not allow the present position of their being only Party

- all-Party political bodies. Only then it becomes possible
orge the live organisational links with the Kisan masses.

Proletarian Leadership And I
'Mo'vel.nent

By Bjoy Ghosh :

*

This pamphlet, written by the 'éeneii

Communist Party of India, sharply and
some of the important problems facing the
in our country te-day. It shows in clear 1
the assertion of proletarian leadership in
movement and contrasts the, féathres of t
national movement with the.féatures that a
movement has to acquire and demolishes some
wrong notions about the Democratic*Front. The
of the Communist Party as a national-political for
underlined as constituting * the new fagtor
politics. The significance of sustained m
and the role of economic struggles in that context
explained. The importance of Marxist education

g ggle are stressed as also the orienta
the basic masses. It ends with the elaboration of |
method of organisational leadership. < S

The pamphlet will be of considerable significance
entire democratic movement. It is a MUST reading i

man and woman interested in the Communist mi
our country.

TO BE OUT SOON
PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE,
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